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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, in the 
alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over US Patent #6,273,393 to McCOY. 
McCOY discloses a formwork (figs 1-3) and (50,52) including a support structure 
including a platform (16) defining a surface to cast, column 3, lines 60-63, and a sub- 
structure (24,47) supporting the platform (16), a plurality of side forms (12,32) 
positionable on the platform (16) at an underside thereof such that each side (12,32) is 
braced by at least one brace (10,54) having an adjustment means (18,20). As per 
column 4, lines 54-58, the side forms (12,32) inherently define sides of the panel being 
cast. Furthermore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made that the side forms/ledgers (12,32) of McCOY define 
the sides of the panel/road being formed. In reference to claim 2, each brace (54) 
structure includes an abutment (64) and a strut (22) extending indirectly from the side 
forms (12,32). Regarding claim 3, the adjustment means (18,20) includes a threaded 
bore (20) and shaft/strut (18) received within the bore (20) for rotation within the bore 
(20) thereby causing adjustment of the form (50,52). 

Claims 12-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
Patent #6,273,393 to McCOY. Regarding claim 12, the sub-structure (47) of McCOY is 
an I-beam that provides support to the platform (16) through the bracket assembly (54). 
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In reference to claims 13 and 14, the platform (16) and side forms (12,32), being 
flat/planar, impart a flat/planar/straight shape onto the surfaces of the panel being cast. 
Regarding claim 1 5, the height of the McCOY framework system the bracket (54) being 
capable of adjustment is a modular extension bracket (54) used in conjunction with the 
side forms (12,32) and the platform (16) to define a mould. 

Claims 16 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
US Patent #6,273,393 to McCOY. As detailed above, McCOY discloses a formwork 
system (figs 1-3) and (50,52) including a sub-structure (24,47). The sub-structure (47) 
of McCOY being "I-beams", column 3, line 67, are considered as "l-channel" members 
in the art. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Patent #6,273,393 to McCOY. As detailed above, McCOY discloses the basic claimed 
invention except for detailing that the sets of forms may have varying heights. Although 
McCOY is silent in this regard, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to select form heights suitable for the use 
intended as an obvious matter of design choice. For instance, if the form were being 
used to form a stepped pyramid-type structure for children to climb on, a form set could 
be provided on each side of the peak of the pyramid and each progressive or stepped 
incline of the pyramid could have a different height and width. Furthermore, due to the 
fact the a form includes at least a set of two bracket members each with it's own 
adjustment member, it would have also been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
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art at the time the invention was made that one threaded member can be adjusted to 
one certain height when another adjustment member can be adjusted to another height 
thereby creating a sloped or perhaps stepped configuration. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 4-10 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims have been considered but are moot- 
in-part in view of the newly revised ground(s) of rejection. 

However, with regards to the applicant's argument that due to the fact that 
McCOY defines his side forms as "ledgers" they are just that and are not side forms. 
Forms of the type disclosed by McCOY are old and very well known in the art. Although 
McCOY uses a different term to define his side members, it remains obvious to one 
having ordinary skill that the members (12) and (32) form the sides of the structure 
being defined. 

In reference to the applicant's argument that the brackets (54) of McCOY are 
embedded permanently within the concrete, the examiner disagrees. As per, column 4, 
lines 54-58, clearly the sides/ledgers (12,32) and brackets (54) are removed and are not 
a part of the permanent structure. 

Regarding the applicant's argument that McCOY does not define how the sides 
of his structure are formed, the examiner agrees. However, it is clear to one having 
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ordinary skill in the art that not only does the elements (12,32) of McCOY serve as 
supports, the have a dual purpose in that as the brackets are adjusted 
upward/downward (obviously more upwardly) the members (12,32) aid in defining sides 
of the resulting structure. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yvonne M. Horton whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6845. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30 am - 3:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Carl D. Friedman can be reached on (571) 272-6842. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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